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Richland Park, Richland Oaks Homeowners Associdtiewsletter

P. O. Box 852636, Richardson, TX 75085-2636

t&aper 2007

Website: www.richlandhoa.com
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Meet your Board members

Jim & Valenda Archer
Neighborhood newsletter
“Richland News”

How long in Richland Park?
Nine years, three months.

Children?

Two, Lisa Robin Coppinger and Mary Kathryn Kirby. We also have
three grandchildren—three-year old twins, Michael & Christopher
and three-week-old Kathryn Bailey Coppinger.

Why work with the homeowner’s association?

Valenda: | had done newsletters in my former job and thought this
would be a way to contribute to my neighborhood.

Jim: To keep crime down in the neighborhood, get to know some
of my neighbors and keep Richland Park a desirable place to live.

Served on any neighborhood committees?
Valenda: Block Captains, Easter Egg Hunt, Fall Festival
Jim: Crime Watch, Easter Egg Hunt, Fall Festival, Block Captains

What's your top goal for the neighborhood?

Valenda: Safety, aesthetics and maintaining a friendly “small town”
atmosphere.

Jim: | want this to be a safe, friendly neighborhood. | love to see
our neighbors when I'm out walking and want people to continue to
feel safe doing that.

Last book read?

Valenda: “Lisey’s Story,” Stephen King

Jim: All of my reading is done on-line—everything from genealogy
to technology to “How to Hack Your Honda”

In the changer?

Valenda: Eric Clapton, Elton John, Doobie Brothers, Stevie Ray
Vaughn, Huey Lewis & the News, Loggins & Messina

Jim: Lyle Lovett, LJ Booth, Linda Ronstadt, Emmy Lou Harris,

Favorite Meal?

Valenda: Anything Tex-Mex

Jim: Roast Beef, Roasted Potatoes, Carrots, Green Beans, and
Apple Pie a la mode.

Fantasy Party Dinner Guests:

Valenda: Eleanor Roosevelt, Tina Turner, Ernest Hemingway,
Sally Ride, Robin Williams, Amy Tan, Gabriel Garcia Marquez

Jim: Albert Einstein, Carl Sagan, Walter Cronkite, Benjamin Frank-
lin, my Great-Great Grandfathers and Grandmothers.

Hor"ne prices dip slightly
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Complaints continue about

uninvited, straylng pets
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Happy Anniversary! Woody (L) and Brad Wilson, 520
Stillmeadow, celebrated 65 years of marriage Aug. 1
The Wilsons have lived in Richland Park for 32 year
They bought while the neighborhood was still under
construction and say they still love living here.

New information update about area solid
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Time-of-day watering
Info. causes confusion
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Abrams Road improvements
to cause lane shut downs
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waste drop-  offs
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If it's spring it must be time to hatch and this mo m selected
Curtis Dorian’s back yard for egg laying and his po ol for swim-
ming lessons. Baby ducks took over the pool for sev eral days
herded by a ever-watchful mother. When they were re  ady, Cur-

tis says, Mom left and took her babies with her.



Home repair scams can
cost you thousands
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Keep your eyes wide open

School has started; more people are in the
neighborhood. If it doesn't look right, report it!
If it seems out of place, report it!

If it sounds “funny,” report it! If you're worried
about it, report it!

The Richardson Police

Stopping crime is
everybody’s business!

Letters

My family moved to Richardson in July 2005 after 19 years in Mes-
quite. Our experience in Richardson has not been dull by any stretch of
the imagination. We love living in Richardson—it is so centrally located
to anything one would need and yet has a “small town” feel. It's the
experience with the oddities in our neighborhood that we find amusing.

In the two years we have lived in Richardson, we have called the
police five times. Once we called because our neighbors had left their
garage door open in the dark of night. We didn’t know much about
them other than they had a baby. After we noticed the garage door
opened for over an hour, and that the door leading from the garage to
the house was also opened, and not knowing what we might find inside
if we had gone in, and taking the risk that we might make enemies of
these neighbors, we called the police to investigate. We have since
traded phone numbers and although we laugh about it now, at the time
it was very scary for the wife. But, they appreciated our attentive-
ness.

Then we called the police because we were victims of identity theft.
You know, those pesky credit card companies that send out conven-
ience checks with their bills without your knowledge. Well, they were
stolen from our mailbox and two of them used. Several months later we
thought we heard a gunshot and called the police only to learn that a
nearby transformer had blown. This year, near the end of winter, we
heard what we thought was a bomb. We immediately went outside and
found that our neighbor’s car had been hit. The driver did not stop. The
car belonged to their daughter who had the car for only six months.
They, too, were appreciative of our attentiveness .

None of these incidents tops what happened Aug. 6. My husband
was out volunteering. Our doorbell rang at sunset. | answered with my
daughter behind me. She was holding our dog who was absolutely
crazy barking. The man at the door explained that his wife had a wreck
about a mile away and he needed $2 to $3 for gas money. | wondered
what having a wreck had to do with needing gas money. He was very
out of breath and said several neighbors had already helped him. He
even offered identification but that did not reassure me. | was so taken
aback about having a panhandler at my door that | told him we didn’t
have anything, closed the door and called the Richardson police who
responded, as they have at other times, quickly and professionally. As |
watched the man go down the street, he did not go to my next door
neighbors who are elderly; he went to the house next to them. | believe
he had gone to at least six or eight neighbors before arriving at our
door. When | couldn'’t go to sleep that night because the the evening’s
events, | began to wonder why none of my neighbors before our house
had called the police. | shudder to think what would have happened if
the man had actually gone to my elderly neighbors’ door. Would he
have overpowered them and harmed them in some way? Was this man
scoping out houses to break into? Maybe it was as innocent as getting
money for groceries, or alcohol or whatever, but how many people
does it take to believe that this man’s actions were innocent?

Neighborhood. What does that mean? To me, it means paying at-
tention to your surroundings. One does not need to become best
friends with their neighbors, but we at least owe each other a safe
place to live. We have a responsive police force in Richardson and our
neighborhood crime watch group is very active. But they cannot do it
all. If something out of the ordinary arises, pay attent ion and take
action . You might be saving someone’s property. You might b e
saving someone’s life!

Valerie Albach

Letters can e-mailed to vk_archer@shcglobal.net or mailed to 500 Still-
meadow Drive. They will be published as space in available.




Thanks volunteers!
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Welcome new neighbors!
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Volunteer party photo

Enjoying refreshments at a volunteer gathering to p lan
ticket sales for the upcoming Fall Fiesta were (fro  m left)
Millie Harrison, Pamela Tharp, Valenda Archer, Nich elle

Tuman, Beverly Peavy, Charles Peavy, and (backtoc am-
era) new volunteer Kelly Wickersham. Hosts were Sus  an

Mather and Curtis Doran. For more photos, visit
www.richlandhoa.com
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Block Captains
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